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Project abstract:
The researcher has worked with students at the University of Cape Town Student Wellness Services, Social Work Department, Commerce
EDU, and in the Mentoring Unit in the Health Sciences faculty. Through her work experience, first year students appear to be particularly
vulnerable to feeling overwhelmed as they aim to navigate their way through university. The researcher is of the opinion that the
challenges to adjusting to university is magnified by living away from home for the first time and having to adjust to living in a residence
hall. The researcher believes that if empirical evidence can be obtained about students’ experiences of adjusting to living on campus and
away from home, that these findings could be used by the university to assist students to settle into university and hopefully their studies.
The research topic is: The transition to living in a university residence: First year students’ perceptions in this regard. The researcher has
completed data collection and is currently working on the data analysis as of January 2023. The sample of this qualitative study consists
of 19 first year students living in residences at The University of Cape Town. Interviews were conducted with the participants about their
experience of adjusting to living in a residence. The literature review indicates that there is an extensive body of knowledge of the
challenges faced by first year students on adjusting to university. There is, however a need for more knowledge on the specific
adjustment to living in residence. The researcher is keenly aware of the ethical considerations pertaining to the study. She is aware that
the study could be quite evocative and is particularly mindful of the potential harm to the participants. Debriefing was offered to any
participants who required it. The researcher expands on the aims of the study in the research proposal and commits to participate in the
supervision process which is part of the degree. The researcher wishes to thank the reader for their interest in her research project.
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The transition to living in a university residence: first year students’ perceptions in this regard. - UCT
Outline DMP

1. Project Name

PROJECT NAME - Replicate exactly as in your project, dissertation or thesis proposal.

The transition to living in a university residence: first year students' perceptions in this regard.

2. Lead Principal Investigator(s)/Grant Holder

LEAD/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S) OR GRANT HOLDER(S) - Indicate who will take the role of Lead or Principal Investigator (PI) for the project.

Carima Adams

3. Data Collection/Generation
COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL DATA/USE OF EXISTING DATA - Indicate whether or not you will produce original data or use existing data (or both), and provide a brief explanation for either case.

e | will produce or collect original data.
Originial data will be produced. The data collection method that will be used in this study is in-depth, face-to-face interviews. Interviews will be held in a venue which is most convenient for the
participants. Each participant will be interviewed once, and the interview will be between 60 and 90 minutes in length. Should the participants be unable to attend face-to-face interviews due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, online or telephonic interviews will be held instead using Zoom or Microsoft Teams.

A semi-structured interview schedule is the chosen data collection tool and the interview schedule will be constructed using the research objectives of this study. The researcher will ensure that
the questions relate to the research topic.

EXPECTED DATASET TYPES - Indicate the kind of data will you create or reuse. List briefly the form(s) of data you anticipate you will collect or reuse, along with the estimated size of the total
dataset. You may include a short description indicating whether the data will be quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods.

This is a qualitative study where nineteen first year students living in a residence at UCT will be interviewed.

DATA SHARING - Indicate whether or not you are intending to publish your research data, and if so, under what licensing provisions (such as Creative Commons) or access control conditions.

e |intend to share my data (details below).

The results of this study will be submitted to UCT Department of Student Affairs as well as the participants.

4. Data Storage
DATASET SIZE - Indicate the estimated size of your completed dataset.

e 20GB-1TBorless

The recorded interviews and transcribed interviews do not require additional storage.

DATA VOLUME/STORAGE REQUIREMENTS - If your project anticipates working with large amounts of data, indicate whether or not you will need to access data internal or external data storage
facilities. If such storage is not provided by your unit or department, you may need to factor in the cost of purchasing additional storage space.

This will not be needed.

DATA TRANSFER SPEED - If you anticipate using external data storage, consider how important the rate/speed of transfer of large amounts of data is on your research process. If you are not
anticipating large data storage, you may skip this question.

e Data transfer speeds are not relevant to my study (skip question).
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5. Nominated Data Centre(s)

DATA CENTRES/REPOSITORIES - Regardless of the size of your dataset, it is advisable to curate and/or archive your completed dataset with an established data centre or repository. List relevant
data centres/repositories where data will be managed and stored.

e |intend to deposit my data to ZivaHub upon conclusion of my research.

METADATA - Indicate what metadata will accompany your curated dataset, and whether that metadata will be created to a disciplinary best-practices guideline.

A best practice guidelines for dissertations will be followed and all mandatory fields completed. These include creator, date issues, identifier, publisher institution and faculty, subject, title -
qualification level and name.

6. Budget

RELEVANT COSTS - Indicate any costs specifically relating to the management and curation of your data, such as digitisation of physical media, data storage or curation charges, and data audits.
You do not need to include salary costs for researcher time but may want to note if you intend on hiring a data curator or employing other professional data services.

NA
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